Minutes of IM Network Meeting: 04 May, 2016
Chair Person: Shon Campbell, MIMU Manager.

Participants’ Organizations: UNHCR, WFP, UNFPA, UNICEF, FSS/FAO, CDE, UNDP, MIMU
	
	Issues discussed
	Next steps

	1. 
	Demographic Health Survey

Presented by Shon/MIMU as USAID staff were unfortunately unable to attend. The DHS is led by USAID with the Ministry of Health as the focal executing agency and is the “gold standard” for assessing the health status of countries. Results are used by national and international governments to design public health programmes, set priorities, compare developments to other countries and track trends over time. The DHS also promotes access to the data which is gathered through the survey.

Myanmar’s first DHS is being conducted in 2015-2016. Data gathering is ongoing (December 2015 – May 2016) and the final report will be made available in December 2016.  Information is being gathered through extensive questionnaires for use at household level and with men and women. The sampling frame is drawn from the census sampling framework and will include 16,829 women and 7,489 men from 13,260 households in 123 urban clusters (28%) and 319 rural clusters (72%).  
The DHS will generate S/R level information disaggregated by urban/rural areas on Fertility and family planning, Maternal and Women’s Health, Child Health, Nutrition (including Weight for height and MUAC measurements), Education (including a measure of women’s literacy through reading a card with simple sentences), Women’s status (includes information concerning domestic violence and measurement of anaemia), Household information including wealth quintiles, information concerning awareness and risk of HIV/AIDS, Malaria and additional modules on Domestic Violence, Maternal Mortality, Childhood Discipline and Early Childhood Learning. More information is available through www.measuredhs.com
Key questions posed by the IM Network participants were 

· given that some of the data overlaps with MICS it is assumed that this may delay the next MICS survey (conducted by UNICEF/Ministry of Planning) .

· to what level will data be shared? Will this be below S/R levels? Will it include specific data on displaced persons? (Assuming that this would not be possible given the cluster based sampling frame but TBC by USAID).

· it would be useful to have more information on the methodology (available on the website)
· will early results be shared and, if so, when?


	

	2. 
	Review of Data readiness for SDG monitoring (UNDP)

Myanmar has officially endorsed the SDGs but does not yet have a specific plan toward meeting or measuring progress toward them. The 17 SDGs include 169 targets, close to 300 indicators tentatively defined. UNDP presented the CSO/ UNDP SDG Data Readiness Assessment looking at the status of available data in relation to the SDG targets. 

The CSO/UNDP team met with ministries as well as DPs, and gathered all available data relevant to the SDG indicators. Preliminary results so far:

· 47 indicators are readily available
· 100 Indicators are available after some effort (from existing data sources)
· 35 Indicators are not currently available; need new questions/surveys; additional data collection effort
· 1 indicator is not applicable to Myanmar (Female Genital Mutilation)
· 38 indicators - External institution in charge of compilation (FAO, UN, etc.)
· 12 indicators are not clear (definition/metadata to be clarified) / Don’t know yet
The findings of the data readiness review will be completed in May and the assessment report shared more widely through a workshop. Interested IM Network members are welcome to review the preliminary report and suggest additional sources of nationwide data that may have been missed. 

This data assessment is a systematic stocktaking exercise, matching global definitions against existing data sources in Myanmar. No new data is created and no new indicators are computed as part of the ongoing assessment. It is meant to inform and facilitate future discussions across government and DPs regarding their contributions towards measuring the new SDG indicators. It in no way pre-empts the organization of institutions around indicators.
Discussion points/queries/suggestions: 

Data quality: 

· some measure of data reliability/quality would be very useful but may be sensitive. 
· (Less reliable) indicators that would benefit from more support (to assist donors working in data/NSDS support to see the specific priority areas). 
· areas in which the reliability of national level surveys/data collection was limited (eg Census data limitations in parts of Rakhine, Kachin and Kayin should be documented here)

· The ongoing data assessment is merely a stocktaking exercise of available data sources and doesn’t have the scope or resources to systematically evaluate the quality of all available data. This may be carried out by responsible institutions later, indicator by indicator and/or data source by data source.
Definitions and disaggregations: age and quintile measurements may be different for different indicators – useful to ensure that the various cut-off points are also clearly indicated. For now the ongoing assessment follows the indicator definitions and disaggregations that are provided at the global level through metadata files produced by the Inter-agency and Expert Group on SDG Indicators (Link). 
Periodicity: Data is collected at different periods through different surveys (i.e. the data readiness review includes the 2010 IHLCA to the 2016 DHS as possible sources) – this is inevitable and something to work with.

UN agencies have been appointed “co-repositories” of data (e.g. UNICEF is addressing 21 of the indicators)
	

	3. 
	Emergency 3W

Suggested emergency subsectors on which agencies should report were received from the clusters/sectors, along with suggestions for the revision of the Agriculture and Protection subsectors. The revised list was shared with participants for any last comments.

	

	4. 
	Cluster/sector/agency updates
· ICT4D Working Group: no meeting last month. The next meeting is scheduled for May 18. Jade/PACT will be leaving and the meetings are now being led by Saijai Liangpunsakul of DIMAGI - sliangpu@dimagi.com
· GIS WG – no meeting/specific developments in the last month. 
· Protection, CCCM, Shelter sectors / UNHCR:
· Protection – Working on a 4W for the Protection sector aiming to map protection services in Kachin, Northern Shan and Rakhine, as well as coverage and gaps in protection activities. The tool will be based on MIMU 3W data (already a 4W). The new Protection sector 4W will provide Protection reporting values for the quarterly HRP reporting. Through this process, changes are also being suggested to the protection subsectors in the MIMU 3W. 
· PIMS – Planning workshop scheduled for 17th May for agencies gathering the protection data for the PIMS / Protection Incident Monitoring System.

· CCCM camp profiling planned for Rakhine with support from JIPS from 10 May to June 1st.  will be meeting partners in Yangon and Sittwe. An information sharing protocol has been developed for use in this process. UNHCR is asked to share the protocol format as a resource once completed. 

· Perception study on birth registration planned for 1000 households in camps and local population in Sittwe and Maungdaw. The results will be mainly for internal use..

· WASH cluster / UNICEF: WASH 4W - ongoing work in redesigning the WASH 4W in consultation with partners. When completed it will reply on quarterly inputs from WASH partners, harmonise with the MIMU 3W and contribute to the HRP monitoring.
· UNICEF: Situation Analysis on children with disability – currently finalising the first comprehensive study on all aspects of life of children with disability. This is being done as a desk review with primary data collection from families with and without children with disability to better understand the impact in and outside the home.  Anticipating a launch in July after translation is completed.

· UNFPA: leading the new Sexual and Reproductive Health Technical Working Group which will be held on the 3rd Thursday of each month, and including a focus on how to gather information for HRP monitoring.  This group links also with the Health cluster.  It was suggested that information on forthcoming meetings be added to the MIMU Meeting Schedule to broaden participation. 
· Food Security Sector: 
· Webpage – FS information will be posted on the Global Food Security Sector webpage as the main information portal for the Myanmar FSS info. MIMU suggested sharing key documents/information also through the MIMU website as it does for the Shelter global pages to ensure that information is readily available for local use (disseminated in Myanmar and English as well as on over 1000 DVDs to promote better access in areas with low connectivity).
· FSS Rapid assessment tool – developing a rapid assessment tool specific to FSS issues which can be used as a follow-up to the MIRA in emergencies. One had previously been designed but not used – this and other tools developed and used by agencies will be used as a basis for the new tool.
· Country Evaluation of FAO programmes – currently underway and will include a specific case study on food security in Rakhine that should be a useful resource to others.
· WFP: 
· Food Security Atlas currently being finalised. This covers all S/R with data collected between 2010 and 2015 and looks at food security through the Zero Hunger initiative lens.
· Food Security Information Network / FSIN – WFP leads this network which currently assesses food security issues at the beginning and end of the monsoon season in 40 TS across the country. Looking at how to strengthen the FSIN to reach more areas through connecting with Government and other initiatives. The first phase will start in early June. The website is currently down and will be redeveloped. 

· Phandeeyar: 
· Phandeeyar/Open development Mekong data portal – the team has now been recruited and is working on data collection and information gathering for the new portal. Aiming to launch later in 2016.

· Regional workshop - Data for Advocacy in Journalism is planned for the last week of June –this will focus mainly on the environmental issues.
· MIMU: 
· NSDI conference – MIMU is arranging the SuZeeYar Spatial Data Platform Conference to be held in Nay Pyi Taw from 16-18 May. The national conference will bring together policy-makers with technical experts from Myanmar and other countries (Canada, Thailand, Japan, Laos) to share best practices for spatial data infrastructure in Myanmar. 

· Day 1 and 2 - Panel sessions for a wide audience which will include
· national spatial data platform implementation from other countries 

· policy, legislation and standards – international standards and lessons

· ongoing projects in Myanmar: future Spatial Data platforms

· the role of the private and academic sectors

· community and NGO’s role in data verification and validation

· Day 3 - for Myanmar government technical staff and invited technical resource persons. 
· policy and governance processes, detailed technical review of national systems including system design, standardisation, and user participation/non-government verification processes.
· 3W products – all products have now been released for this round (regular countrywide 3W). The next round will be in September.
· Assessment Tracking – MIMU will start a process similar to the 3W to update the data in the MIMU Assessment tracking. Agencies will receive an excel sheet every 6 months to submit information on their planned, ongoing and completed assessments and publications.  We have been revising the uploading system on the MIMU website to simplify this for users and it will still be possible to upload assessment updates in this way.   
· School mapping – 95% of the school dataset can be mapped through the exercise conducted by MIMU with MoE.  Information will be shared after being presented to the new Minister.
· Census Atlas – MIMU will assist UNFPA and DoP in preparation of the atlas in a project over the coming weeks. 
· EOC IM Review – a review of the information management capacity available through the Emergency Operations Centre has been scheduled for May 9-11 with EOC/RRD. It will be conducted by MIMU with support from OCHA, consulting those staff of agencies/departments involved in the EOC activities related to flood response in 2015.  It aims to clarify what is in place for the next emergency and what is still needed, and identify available and additional resources required to meet these needs. The result will be an internal report for use by the EOC/RRD and a presentation to those involved in the review as well as to the IM Network for information.
· Situation analysis of Myanmar’s southeast is ongoing.

	

	5. 
	Other updates - Emergency preparedness 
MIMU disseminated two maps to support agencies’ emergency preparedness activities, noting also the advent of the cyclone season and recent information on the likely onset of the monsoon.
· a map showing recently ended/started activities in the 3W processes

· a map indicating Potential Vulnerability of townships based on recent cyclones and floods over the period 2008-2015 which was prepared at the request of the Food Security Sector 
	

	6.
	Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held 1st June, 2016 at 3 pm in the MIMU. Speakers are still being finalised for a focus on issues in integrating conflict sensitivity into monitoring frameworks as well as language mapping. Agencies which have been working on this are invited to also share experience (pls contact Shon)
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