Minutes of IM Network Meeting: 11 March 2015
Chair Person: Ms. Shon Campbell, MIMU Manager.

Participants’ Organizations: 
Envisage, UNHCR, PACT, NRC, UNOHCA, MIMU and MDRI-CESD
	
	Issues discussed
	Action
	Follow-up

	1. 
	Knowledge resources for peace and reform in Myanmar: Stephen Gray from Envisage introduced their organization which as recently established. Envisage is a for-profit company but also social enterprise working on a subscription model. As such it provides services mainly for its donors and other paying clients while also retaining the possibility to follow-up on specific areas within its own spheres of interest. Most of the products are not for public release. Envisage’s vision is “Creating positive economic and social for reforming nations” and its products tend to be relationship and influence mapping based in information collected mainly from the internet as well as other public sources by their Thailand-based researchers. 
Primary knowledge areas of their organization are ethnic organizations, business actors, natural resource governance, power relationships, NGOs, INGOs and donor process and their relationships, reform priorities in education, land, elections, media and etc. and peace and dialogue processes. Their organization also promotes responsible private investment, better information sharing to client and partners, more data aggregation, use of more sophisticated software platforms and providing training, technology enabling for local organization and coalitions. Stephen presented examples of the mapping and provided information about their data quality control process.

	
	

	2. 
	Data Standards issues: Paul Curran from MIMU presented an outline of steps to develop minimum data standards which would enable sharing of data across the all organizations. Key issues included the need for definition of:
1) Type of file type (Excel sheet or CSV format) 

2) File structure 

3) Metadata standardization
4) Quality of dataset assessment rating
5) Type of dataset (disaggregation level)

6) Definition of geolocation and utilization of MIMU’s Pcode system

7) Reliability of data sources
8) Limitation of data

Also relevant are data collection methodology and coverage area of the dataset. It was suggested that the data standardization procedures differ with differing datasets. MIMU Pcodes and sector definitions as identified by sector working groups were seen as important in the standardization of datasets.

	
	

	3. 
	SE Data Network Tools: Shon /MIMU presented the draft South East Data Network tools prepared by a small task group from the newly formed SE Data Network which met on 18 February, 2015. This tool is effectively a data catalogue (focused on gathering information on the dataset/ metadata but not necessarily the data itself since that may still be more sensitive). Pilot areas will be Kayah State and Dawei Township in Tanintharyi Region. The tool will be presented for discussion at the next SE Data Network meeting on 26 March 2015 at 10:00am in MIMU Office.

	
	

	4. 
	Agency updates and AOB
1) The last ICT4D WG meeting included presentations from PSI on the May May MCH app, MIMU on a school locator app to be used by TEOs, and Phandeeyar on its open community space for ICT development initiatives. The next meeting on 31 March 2015 will focus on copyright issues.
2) UNHCR is conducting data collection for camp profiling in Kachin State and will release the results in 2-3 weeks. For Rakhine state still ongoing by sector data collection including camp profile will be finished at the end of this month.
3) UNDP is finalizing the nationwide local governance mapping report which has been conducted in all State and Regions. UNDP is committed to sharing the data from the survey and is discussing how this can be done with MIMU.

4) MIMU noted the importance of ensuring data/information preparedness as the next cyclone season approaches, and ongoing activities for the 3W.
Lack of Pcodes for villages in which PACT and NRC are working were noted. MIMU will arrange a presentation on the Pcodes in one of the next meetings.

	
	

	5.
	Next Meeting

· There will be no regular IMN meeting in January. The next IM Network meeting will be held on April 8th , 2015 at 3 pm in MIMU Ground Floor Meeting Room,  No.(5) Kanbawza Street, Bahan Township (near Toyota Car Show Room)

	To send invitation and agenda

	MIMU
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