Minutes of South East (SE) Data Network Group Meeting
2 July 2015 
Chair Person: Ms. Shon Campbell, MIMU Manager.

Participants’ Organizations: 
NRC, PACT, PU-AMI, UNHCR, WFP, MIMU
Venue: MIMU Office
	
	Issues discussed

	1. 
	Introduction 

	2. 
	· SE Data Catalogue Tool (Paul Curran/MIMU)
Paul demonstrated the SE data catalogue tool which captures the dataset metadata, including type of data set, coverage, methodology & quality, previous collection and so on.  Some data fields (such as sector, coverage) are controlled by pre-defined drop-down list while the users are also allowed to type if the list is not matched with their input.  The main purpose of the tool is to collect information about the various datasets held by agencies at township level (at the moment).  
The major challenge is township selection because right now unless an agency is holding data for all townships, each must be selected individually.  As the tool is designed now, the user must use drop-down list to enter each township individually because multiple names could not be selected, and alternative tool not compatible with MIMU mapping system. There are several possible alternative ways to design the tool, but most would require software that many agencies in the field do not use. 

The chairperson asked participants about the availability and feasibility of submitting inputs using with the standard format – some feel that a cumbersome but universally accessible tool is still preferable to a more efficient tool which some agencies would not be able to use. MIMU will look at contracting out to a third party to design a tool which is both efficient and accessible to all. .


	3. 
	· Status of village mapping across the SE (Khun San Aung/MIMU)
Khun San Aung presented the status of village mapping across the South East. Firstly, he explained about the availability of GPS coordinates.  According to the status of data availability, 74% villages throughout the country can be mapped as of November 2014.  Mandalay, Bago (West), Chin and Sagaing have the highest rate of GPS coordinates availability (over 90%). The lowest state is Shan (East) which has only 35%, followed by Shan (North) (47%) and Shan (South) (62%).  There are two groups of villages which are listed in the GAD (General Administration Department) and not listed in the GAD but reported by organizations working in the field.  There are 64,118 villages registered in the GAD list and 2,894 more villages in the MIMU list.
There are several ways of collection village GPS location: 1) from partner organizations with Pcode submission form (reported very few organizations with it), 2) reference sources and google map and 3) other reference sources (example: Global GeoName Database).  The most challenging areas are self-administered zones (example – Wa Region) for which MIMU can get data from only very few sources. There is progress, however; in the last 6 months, the MIMU received several additional coordinates of missing villages in Kayin State.  Then, he continued to explain about the challenges about village updating.  These are some changes happened from the 2014 Census Data collection Survey, Data contribution sources and difficulty in verification of reported data.  
Finally, he explained about the Village GPS Data Collection Methods which are 1) GPS field measurement by Partner Organizations 2) Web Mapping from Global Map Resources, 3) Other available resources/Maps/Drawing and 4) Mobile Village Mapping Application.  MIMU is planning to create a tool which can easily share GIS files (example online data sharing platform based on GeoNote).  MIMU have been delivering GPS training to organizations and also hiring the GPS measurement units.  This would allow trained organizations to share coordinates of villages’ locations to the MIMU.   The mobile village mapping application is under developments and plans to be launched in next 1-2 months.  It needs a GPS-enabled smart phone to collect the coordinates and there will be two channels for data sharing when the collector is back to city or internet accessible area.  One possible way is sending data by SMS or directly uploading to the MIMU website.  
NRC asked about the GPS training and the chairperson and Khun San Aung answered.  The minimum participants should be 15-20 and it takes half day for short course and 1 day for full course.  The training venue could be either Yangon or Field.  The requested organization does not need to reimburse the cost of trainer. The organization only needs to arrange the venue and organize participants. MIMU’s budget includes the delivery of such training to partner agencies. 
PACT asked about the verification of village location.  The village location is verified by cross-checking with other sources if possible.  The chairperson also explained about the key information needed to set a pcode.  They are coordinate of village location, township, village tract, approximate number of household and population in order to make sure they are not seasonal villages.  Khun Sun Aung encouraged organizations to share coordinates information which are missing in the MIMU Pcode list as the first priority.


	4. 
	· Survey/assessment updates (Ei Ei Thein/MIMU)

MIMU has been collecting information about assessments/publications from organizations since September 2013.  There are total 214 inputs from 23 organizations.  Among them, 14 organizations (9 UNs, 3 INGOs, 1 NNGO and 1 Donor) voluntarily reported total 52 assessments/publications which were done in South-East Myanmar. 
Regarding the information reported by sector, assessments for Multi sectors represent the most reported, followed by Health, Governance, Agriculture and Food Security.  In term of location where assessment did in South East, 19% of assessments conducted in Mon, followed by Kayin, Kayah and Tanintharyi.  The list of assessments done by organizations with locations and duration were shared and the organizations were encouraged to check and update the list.

	5. 
	Relevant updates information from agencies: 
· MIMU

MIMU has been reformatting the census data in order to make it easily filtered by location.  This process will be finished in next two weeks.

· UNHCR

There was a verification completed in 9 temporary shelter/camps between January and April 2015.  This verification allows UNHCR and the Royal Thai Government to update the ProGres database, which had not been updated since 2005. The database will now have both registered and unregistered refugees as well, as all those either registered in ProGres or included on the TBC feeding list were eligible to be verified.  The results are not official and will be presented to the RTG in the coming weeks. As part of the verification, each refugee above the age of 12 was issued with an encrypted smart card which will link to the ProGres database, facilitating assistance both in the camp and for durable solutions, including eventual voluntary repatriation to Myanmar. 
Also from UNHCR, now disseminating village community profiles throughout the refugee camps in Thailand. These individual dashboards are derived from UNHCR’s return monitoring database, covering almost 350 villages in the South-East. The dashboards are for the moment only in Karen, but will also be produced in English and Myanmar languages. While the core purpose of these dashboards is to inform refugee decisions about return, providing them with primary data on specific villages throughout South-East Myanmar, they are also public documents available to all agencies. UNHCR open to requests for these dashboards from other agencies, as well as ideas and suggestions regarding dissemination. .
· NRC
New project coordinator for Housing Land and Property has joined NRC to work on land rights issues such including registration of land and property and customary tenure systems.  He will be working with 65 shelters/households in Palaw Township, who are NRC shelter beneficiaries, on land and property registration. He will also work to assess customary land tenure in selected locations, TBD. He is based in Dawei.
· WFP
A survey which was conducted in Kayah, Kayin, Mon and Tanintharyi will be finished in the end of July.  FSIN (Food Security Information Network) just completed three monsoon assessments across several some townships (where member exists) in Kayah, Chin, Rakhine, Mandalay, Shan (North), Magway and Sagaing.
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