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Current status of French bilateral Cooperation:

In accordance with the European Union’s cooperation policy in the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, French aid is dedicated to foster development, reduce poverty and support to the on-going economic and social transition.

Besides the substantial efforts of France in term of bilateral debt cancellation (550 millions USD in 2013) and its contributions to multilateral programs (including approximately 18 % of the European Union assistance and 37 millions USD in 2012 through the Global Fund to fight Aids, Malaria and Tuberculosis), French bilateral cooperation is implemented through two complementary channels: 
(i) direct contributions of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the fields of governance, humanitarian affairs and culture are mainly delivered through French Embassy in Yangon and 
(ii) since 2012, the French Development Agency (AFD) is financing additional important development programs. 

As of today, French assistance programs focus on the following strategic areas:

· Health;
· Agriculture and rural development;

· Environment;
· Water supply and sanitation;
· Education;
· Culture/Medias;
· Promotion of Democracy and the Rule of Law.

So far, French programs have been financed exclusively by grants. However, AFD is expecting the extension of its mandate to enlarge the scope of its activities with public concessional loans in the medium term. In addition, its subsidiary Proparco in charge of the private sector is looking carefully for opportunities to promote private investments aiming at supporting growth, sustainable development and the Millenium Development Goals. 
In 2013, the total of grants amounts to 14.96 million USD exclusive of operational costs and dedicated staff. In 2014, this amount is expected to grow by 20 % to approximately 17.8 millions USD. In the coming years, the French ODA for Myanmar is expected to grow substantially with the opening of new programs and the extension of the AFD activities.
Figures and focus areas:
Support to Civil Society: 
· The “Social Development Fund” is now operational in Myanmar. A first envelop of 678,850 USD has been allocated for the period 2012-2015. The fund finances poverty alleviation projects with grants ranging from 13,577 USD to 107,310 USD. 5 projects are currently being implemented in the following areas: media, environment, agriculture, and gender. 
· AFD is also directly supporting NGOs’ projects in Myanmar. 4 projects are currently being implemented for a total amount of 2,608,142 USD in the various fields of micro credit (Planet Finance in Kayin State), poverty alleviation (PU/AMI in the South of Yangon), and rural development (GRET and TGH in Chin State). 

· The “civil society grants program” of the French Embassy in Yangon also provides small grants to civil society projects (from 5,000 to 7,000 USD). 2013 budget amounts to 100,000 USD. 

· In 2013, the French Embassy is actively backing the “Women's Forum Myanmar 2013” (December 6-7) organized by the Women's Forum for the Economy and Society. This major event (budget of approximately 1 million USD), the first of its kind in the country, will focus on: "Women in a fast-opening society." Around 400 participants from Myanmar and abroad are expected.
Humanitarian assistance: 
· Since Nargis disaster in 2008, France has been very active in the fields of humanitarian and emergency relief. In that framework, 3 projects have been launched in 2012 in Kachin State, North Rakhine State and Yangon Division - for a total amount of 1,307,465 USD. 
· In addition, the French Ministerial Committee for Food Aid (CIAA) supports food security projects in Myanmar since 2008. 1,086,160 USD were granted in 2011 and in 2012, and 938,613 have granted in 2013 so far, channelled mainly through the World Food Program and through INGOs operating on the field (549,000 USD have been granted by the CIAA in early 2014). 
Freedom of Expression and Medias: 

· Creation of a School of Journalism, in partnership with Germany (DWA), Denmark/Sweden (IMS/Fojo) and Canal France International (estimated budget: 5 million USD).

· Following the visit in Paris of Myanmar Minister of Information in June 2012, an agreement has been signed on March 2013, formalizing technical cooperation implemented by Canal-France International with MRTV4 in the perspective of the "SEAGAMES" (December 2013)." With 150 hours per year of training and a budget of nearly 1 million USD in 2013, the CFI program in Myanmar is now its biggest development project worldwide.
Health: 
· Over the last thirty years, the French medical cooperation has developed activities around the training of nurses and doctors, orthopaedics, cardiology, surgery, etc. In addition, France contributes to the Global Fund on Aids, Malaria and Tuberculosis, and new branches of medical cooperation have been initiated since the end of 2012. Furthermore, some programs are under way in the fields of epidemiological research (Institut Pasteur), emergency units, etc. 
· Besides, AFD has integrated Myanmar in the regional ECOMORE project focusing on infectious diseases. It establishes a bilateral collaboration between the Pasteur Institute in Cambodia and Burmese national institutes (National Health Laboratory, Public Health Laboratory, Department of Medical Research) and shall provide equipments and long-term training at all levels (roughly 900 000 USD).
Rural Development:

· AFD’s participation (1,3 MUSD) in the LIFT (Livelihoods and Food Security Trustfund), which channels aid to partners in order to improve the food and livelihood security of the poor and vulnerable in Myanmar.
· Rehabilitation of irrigation schemes in the Central Dry Zone, with a specific focus on agricultural extension and the promotion of participatory irrigation management.
Environment:

AFD is integrating Myanmar in different regional initiatives towards environment conservation    (1 M USD) and agro-ecological practices (400 000 USD). These projects mobilize international organizations and aid such as WCS (Wildlife Conservation Society), FGEF (French Global Environment Facility), as well as regional GMS partners. 
Water supply and infrastructure: 
Yangon:

· Preparation of a program to reduce non-revenue generating water in three priority areas of Yangon (900,000 USD), with the French consulting and engineering company EGIS Eau.
· Based on the results of EGIS’ preliminary works, Yangon City Development Committee and EGIS shall select actions to be implemented under funding from AFD (1 MUSD)
Mandalay:

· Development and optimization of infrastructure and municipal services (water, waste, transport, energy) in the city of Mandalay (1 315,747 USD) with the French consultancy firm SAFEGE. 
· Water supply works in Amarapura township in the South of Mandalay city (neighbouring Chan Mya Thazi and Pyi Gyi Dagon townships, where the Asian Development Bank is implementing similar activities) under funding from AFD (2 MUSD).
· These physical works shall be accompanied by specific support to Mandalay City Development Committee (MCDC) in the form of technical assistance, operation equipments (laboratory, meters, sensors), and possibly overseas training of some MCDC staff, under funding from AFD (1MUSD).
· Preparatory studies (500 000 USD) for the large-scale “Mandalay Urban Services Improvement Project”, expected to be cofinanced by AFD and the Asian Development Bank.

Culture:
French cultural experts have been cooperating for decades in Myanmar on archaeological (Bagan) and paleontological conservation projects (through French research Institutes). In 2012, following the mission of the French Ministry of Culture, new areas of cooperation have been identified that are currently the subject of a draft agreement: it mainly covers training in heritage conservation and museum.
Higher Education: 
Through its public agency “Campus France”, France supports its universities to develop direct relations with Myanmar: 9 French universities have established links (MOU) with Mandalay or Yangon universities since 2009. Thus, Montpellier II was the first foreign faculty officially recognized by the Myanmar government and could grant 34 scholarships to Burmese students in 2013 (PANACEA program). Meanwhile in 2013, a bilateral program for 20 scholarships was launched with the support of French companies and MOFA.

Sectors by shares
	Sectors
	2013
	2014 (indicative)

	Health, water and sanitation
	4%
	32%

	Livelihoods 
	39%
	28%

	Poverty alleviation and rural development
	20%
	14%

	Culture and education
	6%
	4%

	Humanitarian assistance & Food Security
	7%
	5%

	Civil Society & Governance
	6%
	4%

	Media
	9%
	6%

	Women's empowerment & gender
	9%
	6%
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