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Putting data to work 
 

Contributions of the 
academic sector 

 
 



Sustainable development is challenged by the 

complexity of socio-ecological systems 
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In the region, decision makers are challenged by 

the speed of changes and the fragmentation of 

development trajectories 
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Inter disciplinarity needed to move beyond 

sectorial approaches and address complex issues  



“Capacity” 

Collaborative data 
platforms 

Knowledge for 
policy 

Data and evidence are critical for decision-making. 

But… better data/platforms do not automatically 

lead to better decisions 



Asking the right questions for policy… 

Ex: Consistency of spatial planning accros 

sectors? 



Asking the right questions for policy… 

Ex: relevance of poverty targeting? 
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Asking the right questions for policy… 

Ex: relevance of poverty targeting? 



Integrating technology and processes for 
knowledge production : unpacking the issue of 
large scale land concessions 

What is the big picture? 

Contextualization 

Crowd Sourcing  

Approaches 

Case Studies 

& research 

Spatial data platforms 

From local realities 

(national observatories) 

To global debates 

(Land Matrix; GLP; VGGLT) 

National Inventory 

Understanding impacts and patterns 



Integrating technology and processes for 
knowledge production: Putting shifting 
cultivation on the map 

Source of knowledge? 

Unpacking discourse 

Develop data analysis Design & test processes 

Understand local contexts 

Integrate data  

and knowledge 



REDD  

Highlighting different claims and perspectives 

across actors, scales and sectors. Understanding 

the meaning of data 



Fostering science-policy-development 
dialogues 
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Fostering technical/social innovations 
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The academic sector in OneMap Myanmar? 
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