
Pharmacist

ONSITE MYANMAR

GENERAL INFORMATION

Host Entity: WHO

Country of Assignment: Myanmar

Duty station: Yangoon

Volunteer Category: National UN Volunteer Specialist

Number of Assignment(s): 1

Expected Start Date: 15/03/2025

Duration: 5 month(s)

Possibility of Extension: Yes

Sustainable Development Goal: 3. Good health and well-being

DoA ID: 1782229105321216

DETAILS

ORGANISATION MISSION AND OBJECTIVES

The mission of WHO in Myanmar is the attainment of the highest possible

level of health by the people of Myanmar. In order to provide effective support,

the WHO country office leverages the three levels of the Organization: to focus

support where it can make a difference; to place the right people in the right

places; to engage partners effectively; to enhance communications, and to

improve operational intelligence. Priorities of WHO WHO’s general programme

of work (GPW) sets medium-term priorities and strategies of the Organization.

The World Health Assembly in May 2018 is expected to approve the 13th

general programme of work, covering the period 2019–2023. It encompasses

a set of three interconnected strategic priorities, strategic shifts and

organizational shifts, as well as 10 outcomes to ensure healthy lives and

promote wellbeing for all at all ages. The three strategic priorities are:

Universal health coverage: 1 billion more people benefitting from universal

health coverage Health emergencies: 1 billion more people better protected

from health emergencies Healthier populations: 1 billion more people enjoying

better health and well-being Additional Information WHO is committed to

workforce diversity. WHO's workforce adheres to the WHO Values Charter and

is committed to put the WHO Values into practice. WHO has a smoke-free

environment and does not recruit smokers or users of any form of tobacco.

ASSIGNMENT CONTEXT



The UNV assignment will be part of the WHO Country Office for Myanmar,

Health Cluster and Humanitarian Structure. The mission of the Health Cluster

is to collectively prepare for and responds to humanitarian and public health

emergencies to improve health outcomes of affected populations in Myanmar,

through timely, predictable, appropriate and effective coordinated health

action. The Cluster operates in 6 core functions which are: support to service

delivery, assessment and public health information, planning and health

response strategy, M&E of health response, building capacity and advocacy.

Myanmar has activated its Health Cluster in Rakhine and Kachin in January

2013 and countrywide in August 2021.

The Public Health Information Service (PHIS) Standard

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/standards-for-public-health-

information-services

is activated and expected to deliver with health cluster activation.

Conceptually, the PHIS are grouped into the following three domains of

information:

- Health Status and Threats for affected populations

- Health Resources and Services Availability, namely information on preventive

and curative health services, infrastructure, personnel and supplies provided

by health authorities or other actors, as well as the degree of access that

affected populations actually have to those services.

- Health System Performance, namely information on the sheer output,

coverage, utilization and quality (or effectiveness) of health services available

to the crisis-affected population.

The PHIS Toolkit assembles guidance, templates and best-practice examples

for each core, additional and context-specific public health information

service, as outlined in the PHIS standards. The Toolkit also includes additional

general tools and resources to support information management functions in

activated Health Clusters – https://healthcluster.who.int/our-work/task-

teams/information-management-task-team/public-health-information-services-

toolkit.

TASK DESCRIPTION

Within the delegated authority and under the supervision of the Health Cluster

Coordinator or his/ her designated mandated representative(s), the UN

Volunteer will:

• Provide technical advice on pharmaceutical matters in all program cycle

stages for WHO Myanmar, with a strong focus on project proposal

development involving pharmaceutical procurement, forecasting and

quantification of pharmaceutical supply, inventory man-agement and supply-

chain related information systems.

• Provide technical advice on quality control and assurance systems for

procurement, supply chain management, distribution and storage, including

cold storage, of medical products and issues related to access of quality-

assured medical products, market intel-ligence, pricing and the appropriate

use of medical products at the various health care levels.

• Empower health partners with essential tools and guidance on quality

assurance in local procurement of medical products, including the creation of

checklists and standard oper-ating procedures (SOPs).

• Promote best practices for maintaining quality during storage and transport

of medical products, including cold chain medicines, to prevent degradation

and contamination, through the training of relevant staff.



• Develop mitigation plan to reduce, avoid, anticipate shortages of health

products during the IMS Event Response including on prevention of AMR.

• Conduct a localized Market Quality Assessment and establish list of pre-

qualified supplier (GMP and Certificate of Origin tracking matrix)

• Train health partners in quality assurance tools and checklists for locally

procured phar-maceuticals to mitigate the risks of poor-quality medicines and

AMR.

• Coordinate with other relevant Health Cluster partners as per identified

needs, based on the above described Terms of Reference, to harness technical

collaboration and knowledge development at the benefit of all Health Cluster

members.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

Age: 18-80

Nationality: Candidate must be a national or legal

resident of the country of

assignment.

Required experience: 3 year(s)

ASSIGNMENT REQUIREMENTS

REQUIRED RELEVANT EXPERIENCE

3 year(s)

SKILLS AND EXPERIENCE

• At least three years’ related experience in managing emergency Health and

Pharmacy logistics supply operations and outbreak response support in

international organiza-tions/institutions.

• Demonstrated experience in pharmaceutical management.

• Excellent technical knowledge in the field of medical products with focus on

treatment of diseases with high public health impact.

• Excellent understanding of the concepts of access to medical products,

supply chain management, rational selection and use.

• Independent judgement; and ability to anticipate new trends in the field of

medical products and take actions accordingly.

• Working knowledge of medical product regulation is an asset.

• Affinity with or interest in health issues and development, volunteerism as a

mechanism for durable development, and the UN System.

• Knowledge of programme management and functioning of Health Cluster

and the Humanitarian system is an asset.

REQUIRED EDUCATION LEVEL

Bachelor degree or equivalent in Pharmacy, quality control and quality

assurance of pharmaceutical commodities, supply chain management.

LANGUAGE

Language Proficiency Required

English Fluent Yes



Burmese Native language Yes

COMPETENCIES AND VALUES

• Professionalism

• Integrity

• Teamwork and respect for diversity

• Commitment to continuous learning

• Planning and organizing

• Communication

• Flexibility

OTHER INFORMATION

LIVING CONDITIONS AND OTHER REMARKS

Myanmar, officially the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, is a sovereign state

in Southeast Asia bordered by Bangladesh, India, China, Laos and Thailand.

One-third of Burma's total perimeter of 1,930 km (1,200 miles) forms an

uninterrupted coastline along the Bay of Bengal and the Andaman Sea. The

country has an estimated population of 51 million people. Myanmar's capital

city is Naypyidaw and its largest city is Yangon.

The country is ethnically diverse. The government recognizes 135 distinct

ethnic groups but the Bamar form an estimated 68% of the population.

Temperatures in Myanmar can vary from place to place. In general, the

Myanmar climate is hot throughout the year, with temperatures averaging 27

degrees Celsius or 80 degrees Fahrenheit. The months of March, April, and

May the weather in Myanmar can be very hot and humid, especially around

the coastal regions. This increase in temperature is caused by the onset of the

rainy season. Despite the hot temperatures, there are areas that can be quite

pleasant. The interior areas such as Inle Lake and Bagan can be quite a bit

cooler than the coastal regions. The mountainous areas can also be cooler as

they have a much higher altitude.

Yangon is the busiest and most populous city in Myanmar. Yangon served as

the capital of Myanmar until 2006, when the military government relocated

the capital to the purpose-built city of Nay Pyi Taw in central Myanmar. With

over 7 million people, Yangon is Myanmar's largest city and its most important

commercial center. Yangon boasts of all modern amenities, malls, hotels, cafes

and a well-served international/domestic airport.

https://www.unv.org/

INCLUSIVITY STATEMENT

United Nations Volunteers is an equal opportunity programme that welcomes

applications from qualified professionals. We are committed to achieving

diversity in terms of gender, care protected characteristics. As part of their

adherence to the values of UNV, all UN Volunteers commit themselves to

combat any form of discrimination, and to promoting respect for human rights

and individual dignity, without distinction of a person’s race, sex, gender

identity, religion, nationality, ethnic origin, sexual orientation, disability,

pregnancy, age, language, social origin or other status.

SCAM WARNING



The United Nations does not charge any application, processing, training,

interviewing, testing or other fee in connection with the application or

recruitment process. Should you receive a solicitation for the payment of a

fee, please disregard it. Furthermore, please note that emblems, logos, names

and addresses are easily copied and reproduced. Therefore, you are advised

to apply particular care when submitting personal information on the web.

Interested in this Assignment?

APPLY NOW
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https://app.unv.org/opportunities/1782229105321216

